[Treatment of flail chest from the general surgical view. Experience with 20 cases].
Flail chest is a serious complication of multiple fractures of the ribs that needs immediate management in order to avoid its disastrous respiratory and circulatory consequences. The authors present their experience with 20 cases of flail chest injury and discuss especially some practical aspects of its treatment. Skeletal traction was used frequently to stabilize the chest wall, while intermittent positive pressure respiration was reserved only for patients with uncompensated respiratory disturbances. The authors urge that a well-organized surgical unit should be able to provide appropriate management in such cases, since most of these patients have multiple injuries that need general surgical together with more specialized treatment.